
101182KS2U English
Reading - Comprehension
Reading, understanding, interpreting and 
summarising information within a text

Reading for Meaning
STUDENT INTRODUCTION

 f The Isle of Wight Steam Railway is a working 
railway.

 f It shows us what railways were like in the past.  
 f Some old rail documents still exist today.
 f Here is one for you to look at, an article from the 

local paper in 1966:
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Understanding Railway Texts 
TASK

 9 Your task is to identify and retrieve information 
from the text.

 9 Read the resource below.
 9 Answer the questions on page 2. 
 9 Your teacher may require you to write on this 

sheet, or on paper.
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Questions
1.  What is the purpose of the article, and who is the audience? 

2. What time did the last train travel down the pier on the Saturday?

3. How much in £ is it costing Southern Region to electrify the line between Ryde Pierhead and Shanklin?

4. How will the passengers have to travel up and down the pier whilst it is closed for electrification? 

5. What has happened to Smallbrook Junction?

6. How will parcels be transported under the new system? Summarise and describe in your own words.

7. What are the two pictures depicting (showing)? Explain why you think they have been 
used to accompany the article.


